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condition of courts in other countries, however vary-
ing from that of these, is not fundamentally different.

We find that they are of various sorts, according to
the matters of which they take cognisance, and ac-
cording as they exercise an original or appellate juris-
diction. We find them held by men who have
received a special professional education in the law
and who possess in general the highest character for
ability, learning, and integrity. We find also a class
of lawyers of similar education who attend to the
interests of the suitors seeking the judgment of the
tribunals, and whose business it is to endeavour to
persuade the judges of the rightfulness of the conduct
of their clients in the cases brought before the courts
for adjudication. And we find these courts taking
cognisance both of controversies between individuals
and controversies between individuals and the State.
Their judgments, except when held in suspense by
appeal, stand as the voice of the law, and the execu-
tion of them is enforced, when necessary, by the
physical power of the State. We find among the
instrumentalities employed, both by the judges and
lawyers, to aid them in their duties, many thousands
of volumes of Reports of previous proceedings in the
courts of various jurisdictions, in recent and prior
times, and other thousands of volumes of treatises
professing to expound and make known the law.

Looking at the prodigious amount of matter con-
tained in all these volumes, of what do we find it to
consist? It consists, first and mainly, of statements
of the whole mighty multitude of the transactions,
that is, of the conduct, of men in their relations and